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How closely can or should writing centers and writing classrooms collabo-
rate? Beyond Dichotomy explores how research on peer tutoring one-to-one 
and in small groups can inform our work with students in writing centers 
and other tutoring programs, as well as in writing courses and classrooms. 
These multi-method (including rhetorical and discourse analyses and ethno-
graphic and case-study) investigations center on several course-based tutor-
ing (CBT) partnerships at two universities. Rather than practice separately 
in the center or in the classroom, rather than seeing teacher here and tutor 
there and student over there, CBT asks all participants in the dynamic drama 
of teaching and learning to consider the many possible means of connecting 
synergistically. 

Steven J. Corbett is Assistant Professor of English at George Mason Uni-
versity. He is co-editor (with Michelle LaFrance and Teagan Decker) of 
the collection Peer Pressure, Peer Power: Theory and Practice in Peer Re-
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His essays on teaching, writing, and rhetoric have appeared in The Writ-
ing Center Journal, Rhetoric Review, Pedagogy, Kairos, The Writing Lab 
Newsletter, Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment, Inside 
Higher Ed, The Chronicle of Higher Education, and elsewhere. 
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The Perspectives on Writing series addresses writing studies in a broad sense. 
Consistent with the wide ranging approaches characteristic of teaching and 
scholarship in writing across the curriculum, the series presents works that take 
divergent perspectives on working as a writer, teaching writing, administering 
writing programs, and studying writing in its various forms.

The WAC Clearinghouse and Parlor Press are collaborating so that these books 
will be widely available through free digital distribution and low-cost print edi-
tions. The publishers and the Series editor are teachers and researchers of writing, 
committed to the principle that knowledge should freely circulate. We see the 
opportunities that new technologies have for further democratizing knowledge. 
And we see that to share the power of writing is to share the means for all to 
articulate their needs, interest, and learning into the great experiment of literacy.
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