
A RHETORIC OF LITER ATE ACTION

“Literate Action, in its two volumes, makes an indispensable contribution to 
writing studies.  Undertaken by one of the most learned and visionary scholars 
in the field, this work has a comprehensive and culminating quality to it, track-
ing major lines of insight into writing as a human practice and articulating the 
author’s intellectual progress as a theorist and researcher across a career.

“This volume—A Rhetoric of Literate Action—may be one of the most radical 
articulations of ‘the basics’ of writing ever offered.  In the face of a doggedly 
conservative instructional context that still treats writing skill as a matter of 
following the rules, the author excavates the much deeper psychological and 
sociological processes from which writing emerges and with which it must 
synchronize. ... Attending to such elements as time, stance, and action, along 
with genre, intertext, process, and other elements, the work offers a generative 
vocabulary handy as both an inventional and diagnostic tool for ‘the sophis-
ticated writer,’ as Bazerman calls the ideal audience for this work.  It is a 
refreshingly honest treatment of the difficult work of writing. It is filled 
with useful examples.”

  — Deborah Brandt  

Charles Bazerman, Professor of Education at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara, is the author of numerous research articles and 
books on the social role of writing, academic genres, and textual analy-
sis, as well as textbooks on the teaching of writing. 
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The Perspectives on Writing series addresses writing studies in a broad sense. 
Consistent with the wide ranging approaches characteristic of teaching and 
scholarship in writing across the curriculum, the series presents works that take 
divergent perspectives on working as a writer, teaching writing, administering 
writing programs, and studying writing in its various forms.

The WAC Clearinghouse and Parlor Press are collaborating so that these books 
will be widely available through free digital distribution and low-cost print edi-
tions. The publishers and the Series editor are teachers and researchers of writ-
ing, committed to the principle that knowledge should freely circulate. We see 
the opportunities that new technologies have for further democratizing knowl-
edge. And we see that to share the power of writing is to share the means for 
all to articulate their needs, interest, and learning into the great experiment of 
literacy.
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