
Style: An Introduction to History, Theory, Research, and Pedagogy 
conducts an in-depth investigation into the long and complex evolution of 
style in the study of rhetoric and writing. The theories, research methods, 
and pedagogies covered here offer a conception of style as more than deco-
ration or correctness—views that are still prevalent in many college settings 
as well as in public discourse. The book begins by tracing origins of style 
in sophistic-era Greece, moving from there to alternative and non-Western 
rhetorical traditions, showing style as always inventive and even at times sub-
versive. Although devalued in subsequent periods, including the twentieth 
century, contemporary views now urge for renewed attention to the schol-
arly and pedagogical possibilities of style as experimentation and risk, rather 
than as safety and conformity. These contemporary views include work in 
areas of rhetoric and composition, such as basic writing, language difference, 
digital and multimodal discourse, feminist rhetorics, and rhetorical grammar. 
Later chapters in this book also explore a variety of disciplines and research 
methods—sociolinguistics and dialectology, literary and rhetorical stylistics, 
discourse and conversation analysis, and World Englishes. Finally, teachers 
and students will appreciate a final chapter that explains practical teaching 
methods, provides ideas for assignments and activities, and surveys textbooks 
that promote a rhetorical stance toward style.
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The Series provides compact, comprehensive and convenient surveys of 
what has been learned through research and practice as composition has 
emerged as an academic discipline over the last half century. Each vol-
ume is devoted to a single topic that has been of interest in rhetoric and 
composition in recent years, to synthesize and make available the sum 
and parts of what has been learned on that topic. These reference guides 
are designed to help deepen classroom practice by making available the 
collective wisdom of the field and will provide the basis for new research. 
The Series is intended o be of use to teachers at all levels of education, 
researchers and scholars of writing, graduate students learning about the 
field, and all, nationally and internationally, who have interest in or re-
sponsibility for writing programs and the teaching of writing.

Parlor Press and The WAC Clearinghouse are collaborating so that these 
books will be widely available through low cost print editions and free elec-
tronic distribution. The publishers and the series editors are all teachers and 
researchers of writing, committed to the principle that knowledge should 
freely circulate.  We see the opportunities that new technologies have for 
further democratizing knowledge. And we see that to share the power of 
writing is to share the means for all to articulate their needs, interest, and 
learning into the great experiment of literacy.
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